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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed until 29 August 2007
NCMA comments on Ofsted’s annual report
The National Childminding Association (NCMA) has welcomed the Annual early years report “Getting on well: enjoying, achieving and contributing”, published today by Ofsted.  

Andrew Fletcher, Director of Communications at NCMA, said 

“The report demonstrates that the overwhelming majority of settings are meeting the stringent national standards and that high levels are providing good quality early years experiences for children. Registered childminders represent the largest number of childcare settings on offer to families and continue to rate highly when inspected by Ofsted. We are encouraged that more childminders are rated satisfactory or above (97%) than any other form of childcare with 58% rated good or outstanding. 

“As Ofsted indicates, with more newly registered and perhaps less experienced childminders inspected this year, the number of good or outstanding grades has dipped slightly on 2005-06. We know that training and professional development opportunities on offer to childminders can help them develop new skills as they gain experience as childcare practitioners. This can have a very positive impact on their practice and, consequently, the outcome of their inspection.
“The challenge going forward is to ensure that all practitioners are supported to continuously improve, to further expand the numbers rated good or outstanding. We know from research that there is a correlation between levels of qualifications and improved outcomes for children. All childcare practitioners, including registered childminders must be supported to access training opportunities to help them develop as professionals. This will be particularly important as we move towards the introduction of the Early Years Foundation Stage next September. “
ENDS
Notes to editors:

For further information about NCMA please contact:

Louise Banks, Press Officer, on 020 8290 2519

Email  media.ncma@ncma.org.uk   

For contact outside normal working hours, your can reach our out-of-hours press office service on 07834 115502.
1. NCMA (the National Childminding Association) is a charity and professional association. We believe every child should reach their full potential and, since 1977, have worked with registered childminders, nannies as well as other individuals and organisations, such as local and national government, to ensure families in every community in England and Wales have access to high quality home-based childcare, play, learning and family support.

2. A copy of the report is available from www.ofsted.gov.uk
